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DETAILED ACTION 

Notice to Applicant 

1 . This communication is in response to the application filed 01/02/01 . Claims 1-20 
are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Walker et al (5,673,944) in view of Effect of Patient reminder/recall interventions on 
immunizations rates: A review by Peter G. Szilagyi, et al. (JAMA; Chicago: Oct.11, 
2000. Vol.284, lss.14; pg.1820, 8 pgs.). 

(A) As per claim 1 , Walker discloses a method of tracking immunizations by use of 
machine-readable communications devices, the method comprising the steps of: 
attaching a machine-readable communications device on an immunization product 
package (Col .4, lines 19-28 and 34-37), the communications device comprising 
machine-readable data including immunization product identification, manufacturer 
identification, immunization product lot number, and manufacturing date (Col.4, lines 19- 
28). 
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Walker does not explicitly disclose entering at least a portion of the machine- 
readable data read by a machine from the machine-readable communications device on 
the immunization product package to a computerized immunization-tracking file at an 
immunization provider location; and entering patient identification and administration 
date on the immunization-tracking file generally at the time of administration. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Szilagyi. In 
particular, Szilagyi suggests that entering at least a portion of the machine-readable 
data read by a machine from the machine-readable communications device on the 
immunization product package to a computerized immunization-tracking file at an 
immunization provider location (See Szilagyi, Page 8, Paragraphs 1-5); and entering 
patient identification and administration date on the immunization-tracking file generally 
at the time of administration (See Szilagyi, Page 8, Paragraphs 1-5). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the feature of Szilagyi within the system of Walker with the 
motivation of providing patient reminder systems in primary care settings which are 
effective in improving immunizations rates. Primary care physicians should use patient 
reminders to improve immunization delivery (See Szilagyi, Page 2, Paragraph 1 ). 

(B) As per claim 2, Szilagyi discloses the method of tracking immunizations 
comprising the additional step of providing the immunization-tracking file on a network 
to define a computerized immunization tracking system comprising a plurality of 
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computerized immunization-tracking files accessible from a plurality of immunization 
provider locations (See Szilagyi, Page 3, Paragraphs 1-8; Page 8, Paragraphs 1-5). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Walker and Szilagyi are 
as discussed above in the rejection of claim 1, and incorporated herein. 

(C) As per claim 3, Szilagyi discloses the method of tracking immunizations wherein 
the machine-readable data includes immunization dose (Page 4, Paragraphs 1-7). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Walker and Szilagyi are 
as discussed above in the rejection of claim 1, and incorporated herein. 

(D) As per claim 4, Szilagyi discloses the method of tracking immunizations wherein 
an administered dose is entered on the immunization tracking file generally at the time 
of administration at the immunization provider location (Page 8, Paragraphs 1-3). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Walker and Szilagyi are 
as discussed above in the rejection of claim 1, and incorporated herein. 

(E) As per claim 5, Walker discloses the method of tracking immunizations wherein 
the machine-readable device comprises a bar code attached to the immunization 
product packaging (Col.4, lines 59-67). 
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(F) As per claim 6, Walker discloses the method of tracking immunizations wherein 
the machine-readable device comprises a magnetic strip attached to the immunization 
product packaging (Col. 5, lines 13-67). 

(G) As per claim 7, Walker discloses the method of tracking immunizations wherein 
the machine-readable device comprises a microprocessor attached to the immunization 
product packaging (Col .2, lines 13-67). 

4. Claims 8-58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Walker et al (5,673,944) in view of Effect of Patient reminder/recall interventions on 
immunizations rates: A review by Szilagyi, et al. (JAMA; Chicago: Oct.1 1 , 2000. 
Vol.284, lss.14; pg.1820, 8 pgs.) as applied to claims 1-7 above and further in view of 
Boyer et al (5,907,493). 

(A) As per claim 8, Walker and Szilagyi disclose the method of tracking 
immunizations (See Walter, Col.4, lines 34-58). 

The combination of Walker and Szilagyi do not explicitly disclose wherein the 
immunization product packaging is a vial. 

However, this feature is known in the art, as evidenced by Boyer. In particular, 
Boyer suggests wherein the immunization product packaging is a vial (See Boyer, 
Col. 9, lines 20-33). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the feature of Boyer within the combined teachings of Walker 
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and Szilagyi with the motivation of providing optimum efficiency of pharmacy operations, 
dependent upon certain parameters: (1 ) a proximity to a predetermined packaging 
/shipping locations; (2) the probability of future drug access at a predetermined 
inventory storage location; (3) the size of separately-addressable storage locations; and 
(4) the location of confusingly similar drugs or dosages (See Boyer, Col .4, lines 2-10). 

(B) As per claim 9, Boyer discloses the method of tracking immunizations wherein 
the immunization product packaging is a package comprising a plurality of vials (See 
Boyer Fig.1, Col .6, lines 17-31). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Walker, Szilagyi and 
Boyer are as discussed above in the rejection of claims 1 and 8, and incorporated 
herein. 

(C) As per claim 1 0, Boyer discloses the method of tracking immunizations wherein 
the immunization product packaging is a syringe (Examiner interprets drugs or dosages 
to be a form of syringe See Boyer, Col.4, lines 1-10). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Walker, Szilagyi and 
Boyer are as discussed above in the rejection of claims 1 and 8, and incorporated 
herein. 

(D) As per claim 1 1 , Boyer discloses the method of tracking immunizations of claim 1 
wherein the immunization product packaging is a package composing a plurality of 
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syringes (Examiner interprets drugs or dosages to be a form of syringe See Boyer, 
Col.4, lines 1-10). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Walker, Szilagyi and 
Boyer are as discussed above in the rejection of claims 1 and 8, and incorporated 
herein. 

(E) As per claim 12, Boyer discloses the method of tracking immunizations wherein 
at least a portion of the immunization-tracking file is uploaded into a computerized 
patient file maintained at a medical provider facility (See Boyer, Col.5, lines 36-58). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Walker, Szilagyi and 
Boyer are as discussed above in the rejection of claims 1 and 8, and incorporated 
herein. 

(F) As per claim 1 3, Szilagyi discloses the method of tracking immunizations wherein 
at least a portion of the immunization-tracking file is uploaded into a computerized 
patient-billing file maintained at a medical provider facility (See Szilagyi, Page 2, 
Paragraph 5; Page 7, Paragraphs 7- Page 8, Paragraph 6). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Walker, Szilagyi and 
Boyer are as discussed above in the rejection of claims 1 and 8, and incorporated 
herein. 
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(N) As per claim 14, Szilagvi discloses the method of tracking immunizations wherein 
at least a portion of the immunization-tracking file is uploaded into a computerized 
patient medical insurance file maintained at a medical provider facility (See Szilagyi, 
Page 7; Paragraphs 7- Page 8, Paragraph 6). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Walker, Szilagyi and 
Boyer are as discussed above in the rejection of claims 1 and 8, and incorporated 
herein. 

(0) As per claim 1 5, Walker discloses the method of tracking immunizations wherein 
the communications device comprising machine-readable data is attached to the 
immunization product packaging at an immunization product manufacturer's location 
(Col .2, lines 49-63). 

(P) As per claim 16, Boyer discloses the method of tracking immunizations wherein 
the network is assessable by an immunization-tracking authority comprising a computer 
facility connected to the network for retrieving and processing of said plurality of 
computerized immunization-tracking files on the network (Col. 10, lines 1-60). 

(Q) As per claim 17, Walker discloses a method of tracking immunizations by use of 
machine-readable communications devices, the method composing the steps of: 
attaching a machine-readable communications device on an immunization product 
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package (Col.4, lines 34-58), the communications device comprising machine-readable 
data including immunization product identification, manufacturer identification, 
immunization product lot number, and manufacturing date (Col.4, lines 34-58). 

Walker does not explicitly disclose entering at least a portion of the machine- 
readable data read by a machine from the machine-readable communications device on 
the immunization product package and additionally entering patient identification and 
administration date to define a provider's immunization-tracking file on a provider's 
computer at an immunization provider location. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Szilagyi. In 
particular, Szilagyi suggests entering at least a portion of the machine-readable data 
read by a machine from the machine-readable communications device on the 
immunization product package and additionally entering patient identification and 
administration date to define a provider's immunization-tracking file on a provider's 
computer at an immunization provider location (See Szilagyi, Page 8, Paragraphs 1-5). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the feature of Szilagyi within the system of Walker with the 
motivation of providing patient reminder systems in primary care settings which are 
effective in improving immunizations rates. Primary care physicians should use patient 
reminders to improve immunization delivery (See Szilagyi, Page 2, Paragraph 1). 

(R) As per claim 18, Szilagyi discloses the method of tracking immunizations 
composing a plurality of provider's computers connected to an immunization-tracking 
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network, said plurality of provider's computers comprising a plurality of provider's 
immunization-tracking files (Page 8, Paragraphs 1-4). 

(S) As per claim 19, Szilagyi discloses the method of tracking immunizations wherein 
the immunization- tracking network is accessible by an immunization-tracking authority 
comprising a computer facility connected to the immunization-tracking network for 
retrieving and processing of said plurality of provider's immunization-tracking files on the 
immunization-tracking network (Page 8, Paragraphs 1-4). 

(T) As per claim 20, Szilagyi discloses the method of tracking immunizations 
comprising a manufacturer's immunization product file composing the machine-readable 
data on a manufacturer's computer, the manufacturer's computer being connected to 
the immunization-tracking network accessible by the immunization-tracking authority 
(Page 8, Paragraphs 1-4). 

(U) As per claim 21 , Walker discloses a method of medical tracking by use of 
machine-readable communications devices, the method comprising the steps of: 

attaching a machine-readable communications device on a medical product 
package, the communications device comprising machine-readable data including at 
least one of a medical product identification, manufacturer identification, product lot 
number, and manufacturing date (See Walker, Col.4, lines 34-58). 
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Walker does not explicitly disclose entering at least a portion of the machine- 
readable data read by a machine from the machine-readable communications device on 
the medical product package to a computerized medical product tracking file at a 
provider location; and entering patient identification and administration data on the 
tracking file generally at the time of administration. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Szilagyi. In 
particular, Szilagyi suggests that the method having entering at least a portion of the 
machine-readable data read by a machine from the machine-readable communications 
device on the medical product package to a computerized medical product tracking file 
at a provider location (See Szilagyi, Page 8, Paragraphs 1-5); and entering patient 
identification and administration data on the tracking file generally at the time of 
administration (See Szilagyi, Page 8, Paragraphs 1-5). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the feature of Szilagyi within the system of Walker with the 
motivation of providing patient reminder systems in primary care settings which are 
effective in improving immunizations rates. Primary care physicians should use patient 
reminders to improve immunization delivery (See Szilagyi, Page 2, Paragraph 1). 

(V) As per claim 37, Walker discloses a method of medical tracking by use of 
machine-readable communications devices, the method comprising the steps of: 

attaching a machine-readable communications device on a medical product, the 
communications device comprising machine-readable data including at least one of a 
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product identification, manufacturer identification, product lot number, and 
manufacturing date (See Walker, Col .4, lines 34-58). 

Walker does not explicitly disclose that the method having entering at least a 
portion of the machine-readable data read by a machine from the machine-readable 
communications device on the product and additionally entering patient identification 
and administration data to define a provider's tracking file on a provider's computer at a 
provider location (See Szilagyi, Page 8, Paragraphs 1-5). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the feature of Szilagyi within the system of Walker with the 
motivation of providing patient reminder systems in primary care settings which are 
effective in improving immunizations rates. Primary care physicians should use patient 
reminders to improve immunization delivery (See Szilagyi, Page 2, Paragraph 1). 

(W) As per claim 41 , Walker discloses a system for medical tracking by use of 
machine-readable communications devices, the system comprising: 

a machine-readable communications device attached to a medical product, the 
communications device compromising machine-readable data including at least one of 
a medical product identification, manufacturer identification, product lot number, and 
manufacturing date (See Col .4, lines 34-58). 

Walker does not explicitly disclose that the system having a computerized 
tracking file at a provider location for entering at least a portion of the machine-readable 
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data read by a reader from the machine-readable communications device on the 
medical product and for entering patient identification on the tracking file. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Szilagyi. In 
particular, Szilagyi suggests that the system having a computerized tracking file at a 
provider location for entering at least a portion of the machine-readable data read by a 
reader from the machine-readable communications device on the medical product and 
for entering patient identification on the tracking file (See Szilagyi, Page 8, Paragraphs 
1-5). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the feature of Szilagyi within the system of Walker with the 
motivation of providing patient reminder systems in primary care settings which are 
effective in improving immunizations rates. Primary care physicians should use patient 
reminders to improve immunization delivery (See Szilagyi, Page 2, Paragraph 1). 

(X) As per claim 56, Walker discloses a system for medical tracking by use of 
machine-readable communications devices, the system comprising: 

a machine-readable communications device on a medical product package, the 
communications device comprising machine-readable data including at least one of the 
product identification, manufacturer identification, product lot number, and 
manufacturing data (See Walker, Col.4, lines 34-58). 

Walker does not explicitly disclose that the system having a provider's computer 
at a provider location for entering at least a portion of the machine-readable data read 
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by a machine from the machine-readable communications device on the product 
package and additionally entering patient identification to define a provider's tracking 
file. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Szilagyi. In 
particular, Szilagyi suggests that the system having a provider's computer at a provider 
location for entering at least a portion of the machine-readable data read by a machine 
from the machine-readable communications device on the product package and 
additionally entering patient identification to define a provider's tracking file (See 
Szilagyi, Page 8, Paragraphs 1-5). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the feature of Szilagyi within the system of Walker with the 
motivation of providing patient reminder systems in primary care settings which are 
effective in improving immunizations rates. Primary care physicians should use patient 
reminders to improve immunization delivery (See Szilagyi, Page 2, Paragraph 1). 

(Y) Claims 22-36, 38-40, 42-55 and 57-58 recite the underlying process steps of the 
elements of claims 1-20 respectively. As the various elements of claims 1-20 have been 
shown to be either disclosed by or obvious in view of the collective teachings of X and 
Y, it is readily apparent that the apparatus disclosed by the applied prior art performs 
the recited underlying functions. As such, the limitations recited in claims 22-36, 38-40, 
42-55 and 57-58 are rejected for the same reasons given above for method claims 1-20, 
and incorporated herein. 
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Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The cited but not applied art disclose medical data draft for 
tracking and evaluating medical treatment (5,324,077), system for tracking and 
dispensing medical items (5,912,818) and system and method for drug management 
(6,021,392). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vanel Frenel whose telephone number is 571-272-6769. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 6:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on 571-272-6776. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 


